
 

 

THE WESLEY HERALD  JANUARY 22, 2009 

T his has been an historic week in our nation’s history. I watched the  
Inauguration of Barak Obama, our first African American President, with  

an auditorium of elementary school children.  As I looked out on their sea of  
faces, they represented families from around the world of various economic  
backgrounds.  Their eyes were wide as they watched history unfolding, with  
hope and enthusiasm visible on their faces.  I found myself praying that we can,  
indeed, come together as a nation to meet the challenges that face us and our world. 
 
Our church is also at a critical juncture. We need to continue to come together  
to meet the challenges that face us. Over the past few months we have shared  
with the congregation the financial difficulties we are facing for 2009. We have  
held two All-Church Meetings to share information and to brainstorm solutions.  
The Finance Committee, Staff Parish Relations Committee and Administrative 
Council have been working hard to get a handle on the projected $95,000 deficit  
we face. 
 
There will be one more All-Church Meeting, this Sunday, Jan. 25, after the  
10:30 a.m. worship service.  We encourage you to attend.  There are three scenarios 
on the table for discussion as we look at the reality of cutting our staff.  A final  
decision will come at our Charge Conference, next Saturday, January 31 at  
1:00 p.m.   
 
Updated budget information will be made available on our web-site 
www.wesleychurchworcester.org  next week prior to the Charge Conference,  
or you may obtain copies of information by calling the church office. 
 
Please be in prayer for our church.  We seek to be faithful to all God asks us to  
be, and we know that God is with us as we face this challenging time together. 
 
 In faith,  Pastor Lisa 

http://www.wesleychurchworcester.org/�
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PRAYERS, CONCERNS & CELEBRATIONS 
Prayer Concerns (from the Sunday Morning Prayer Cards)... 
= Stan Gutridge at Fairlawn Rehab. 
= Lois Johnson at home. 
= Jane Borthwick at home. 
= For peace in the Middle East 
= Phyllis Yngve as she awaits knee surgery after a postponement. 
= Gloria Mendoza’s mother is hospitalized at Brigham and Women’s Hospital  

following triple bypass surgery. 
= For a safe and peaceful inauguration and transfer of power to our new president. 
= For the ongoing struggles in this job market and economy. 
= For our country in this time of transition, our new President and all of our nations 

leaders. 

Sympathy to... 
= Linda Dylewicz and family following the death of her mother. 

Congratulations to… 
= Our own April Dylewicz, grade 12, who was recognized for her poetry at the Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Youth Breakfast this past Saturday. 
= Mildred Olson who turned 90 earlier this month. 

LIGHTINGS AND ALTAR FLOWERS 
THE ROSE WINDOW lighting for January is given in loving memory of Mrs. William B. 

Smith by the United Methodist Women. 

THE TOWER lighting for January is in loving memory of my mother Mary Fletcher  and 
my brother David Fletcher given by Barbara Fletcher. 

Altar Flowers  
 Beautiful floral arrangements on the altar during Sunday worship is a special gift we 

offer to God as part of our praise and worship. The arrangements are usually dedicated  
in celebration of or in memory of a loved one. By your choice, you may take the  
flowers home to enjoy or you may request the flowers  be delivered to a shut-in or 
member/friend in the hospital. If you are unable to join us in church, arrangements can 
be made for the flowers to be delivered to you at home after the service. A calendar of 
available dates and order forms are available in the Welcome Office. The cost for altar 
flowers is $50. If you are not able to come to church but would like to dedicate flowers, 
please call Debi in the office (508-799-4191). 
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GAMES AND PIZZA NIGHT JAN. 24TH…   
 Everyone is invited to Sarah Circle's annual Games and Pizza Night: Saturday,  

Jan. 24th, 4 to 7 pm.  Please bring your favorite board games, especially if your child/
grandchild would enjoy an activity quieter than relays, runaround toys, etc.  
Questions? Call Betsy Pennino at 508-829-7131.  Tickets will be on sale at the door… 
$4/individual, $12/family for the dinner-- pizza, salad, juice/soda, dessert. 

NEW MEMBER CLASSES will held Sunday Feb. 8, 15, and 22 after 10:30 a.m. worship.  
New members will be received on March 8th. Anyone interested in learning more  
about the United Methodist Church, or joining Wesley UMC is invited to attend.  
Speak to Pastor Lisa for more details, or simple come. 

WESLEY MISSION TEAM…   
 The Wesley mission team leaves for Tanzania on April 24, 2009.  The three team  

members; Sue Blouin, Jerry Warren and Pastor Vicki, will fly from Boston to  
Amsterdam, have a short lay over and then fly on to Tanzania.  In Amsterdam they  
will be joined by team members Bill Boone from SC and Larry Huber from Iowa.  
Upon arrival in Tanzania they will be greeted by Rev. William Makali, have a  
short overnight in Arusha and then leave early the next morning by four wheel drive  
for the mission field some eight hours away.  Each Wesley member is asking for  
prayer partners at home during their trip.  Please watch for frequent updates regarding 
planned mission activities and additional information about this Christian mission  
trip.  More details to come! 

CHARGE CONFERENCE  -  SATURDAY, JANUARY 31, 2009  -  1:00 PM 
 Important discussion and vote to be taken around our financial situation for  
2009 and staff cuts. The scenarios that are under consideration are in included  

this Herald. Additional information is available on the church website.     
www.wesleychurchworcester.org  

SNOW CANCELLATION POLICY…  
 In the event of bad weather, please call the church office to hear updates about  

services and programs (508) 799-4191.  We apologize for the confusion with the  
TV listings. The Wesley United Methodist Church was from another town, not  
Worcester!  So please, call the church for the accurate information!  

http://www.wesleychurchworcester.org/�
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MESSAGES FROM THE CHURCH BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR  
  
Below are the final Profit and Loss Statement Results for 2008:  

 Actual 
Total Budgeted Income  $ 599,531.28 
Total Unbudgeted Income  $ 15,575.47 
Total Income  $ 615,106.75 

Total Budgeted Expense  $ 612,870.54 
Total Unbudgeted Expense  $ 19,226.61 
Total Expense  $ 632,097.15 

Net Loss  $ (16,990.40) 
Unpaid Mission Shares  $ (12,291.36) 
Deficit Subtotal  $ (29,281.76) 

Net Deficit carryover from 2007  $ (2,909.43) 

Total Deficit - Period Ending 12/31/2008 
  (including unpaid Mission Shares)  $ (32,191.19) 

Total Deficit to be carried over to 2009 $ (19,899.83) 
  (unpaid mission share balance will not be carried over) 

  
Final statements are being mailed this week. Please submit any corrections by  
January 31, 2009 to the Church Business Administrator.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

FEBRUARY 24, 6:00-7:30 PM!  
“SHROVE TUESDAY” PANCAKE SUPPER CELEBRATION!  

Families and friends are invited to come enjoy a special pancake supper with all the  
extra goodies, and join in games, like the pancake race. Come be strengthened in your 
faith with special family Lenten activities! Please mark your calendar and plan on  
joining us for this special night that prepares us for Lent. Hosted by Christian Education 
with help from Sarah Circle. 
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UNITED METHODIST MEN PRESENTS: 
A DESSERT PARTY 

FEATURING: SHILOH-A CHRISTIAN GOSPEL BAND 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 31ST, 7-9 PM 

BREWER HALL 

This dessert party will be a great way to spend a midwinter’s night with a warm  
beverage (coffee, tea or cocoa) a yummy dessert, and the company of friends all the 
while listening to the inspirational music of “Shiloh”.  

Shiloh is a 5-piece Gospel acoustic band from right here in Central Massachusetts 
whose music is influenced by the Southern Gospel, Folk and Bluegrass genres of  
music. 

Colossians 3:16 “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, in all wisdom teaching 
and admonishing one another, in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs with grace in 
your hearts to the Lord.” 

We will take sign-ups in Brewer Hall each Sunday in January so that we will know 
how much dessert to prepare; the suggested donation is $7. but a donation in any 
amount will help UMM in its mission projects. 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
All UMW members are asked to attend a special meeting on Sunday, January 25,  
at 9:30 a.m. (prior to the 10:30 service) in East Hall.  We have received a request  
recently to increase our contribution to Wesley Church in view of the predicted  
shortfall in the Church's budget for this year.  We need to consider this request  
prayerfully and vote some decision prior to the general Wesley meeting held at noon 
that day. Please attend if you can.  Thank you. 

The UMW Annual Meeting and Memorial Service was held on January 18 following 
the 10:30 church service.  Thanks for Rebecca and Priscilla Circles and to Emily  
Smith for providing lunch.  The new officers for 2009 were installed as follows:  
President, Margaret Watson; Vice-President, Jeanne Dhavale; Treasurer, Lorraine  
Kronberg; Receiving Treasurer, Sue Proulx; Recording Secretary, Carolyn Bellil;  
Local Church, Emily Smith; Ways and Means, Linda Carlson; Program Coordinator, 
Chloe Sundberg; Community Outreach, Chris Flagg; Spiritual Growth, Polly Boyns; 
Membership and Nurture, Jeanne Dhavale. Thanks to the Nominating Committee,  
Allison Hansen, Chair, with members Bea Daby, Ann Fuller, and Judith Barton.  
Thanks also to Sharon Drew who has been our Ways and Means officer, but who is now 
relocating.  Best Wishes, Sharon! 
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ALBERT N. CECCHINI 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

Business - Individual Taxes 
Electronic Filing 

Accounting & Cost Accounting 

Consulting Services 

Notary Public 
 

67 Millbrook Street - Suite 216 
Worcester, MA 01606-2835 

508-797-0077 

 
 
 
 
 

Christy & Jeffrey Gibbs 
Your Wesley Family REALTORS® 

 (508) 886-6100 
 

Our Agency is Committed to Providing... 
Full Time Buyer & Seller Representation 

Prompt Communication 
A Team Approach 

Comprehensive Marketing Strategy 
High Level of Energy and Enthusiasm 

RESULTS 
 

Proudly Servicing All of Worcester County 
www.GibbsRealtyInc.com  

2009 HERALD SCHEDULE  

Below are the next couple of Herald  
mailing dates along with the deadline 
dates for each mailing.  

Please note that the deadline  
date is Monday at 9:00 AM unless  

otherwise specified. 

 Article Deadline Herald Mailing 
 Date Date  
 Wed., Feb. 4 Wed., Feb. 2 
 Tues., Feb. 17 Thurs., Feb. 19 

If you have an article,  
please email it as a Word attachment to: 

office@wesleychurchworcester.org 

 

Please join us from  
9:30-11:00 a.m. 

 

JANUARY 23RD 
5 Love Languages 

FEBRUARY 6TH 
Special service project for  

Valentine's Day 
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WESLEY STAFF & LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Pastors 
 Vicki Woods and Lisa Bruget-Cass 
Director of Music Ministries 
 Brett Maguire 
Director of Children’s Choirs 
 Leslie McBrayer 
Ghanaian Choir Master 
 Charles Ato Brown 
Music Assistant 
 Deborah O’Driscoll 
Sunday School Superintendent 
 Valerie Jansson 
Building Superintendent 
 Phil Johnson 
Business Administrator 
 Lorna Mattus-Merrill 
Church Secretary 
 Debi Ritacco 
Custodians 
 Mark & Carol Flionis and Gerard Piscitelli 
Assistant Custodian 
 Steve Boyns 
Administrative Council 
 Scott & Mary Beth Dziewietin 
Board of Trustees 
 Harry Spencer III 
Carty Cupboard Food Pantry 
 Nancy Spencer 
Education Work Area 
 Ann Openshaw 
Finance & Stewardship 
 Michael Edmunds 
Ghanaian Association 
 Joseph Wilson 
Lay Members Annual Conference 
 Mary Beth Dziewietin and Johnelle Demery 
Medical Ministry 
 Ron Ramsay 
Membership & Evangelism 
 Gary & Renelle Picard 
Memorial Gifts 
 Carolyn Bellil 
Mission Coordinator 
 Jerry Warren 
Music & Worship 
 Tim & Leslie McBrayer 
Staff-Parish Relations 
 Janet M. Maguire 
Youth Group 
 Phil & Emily Smith 
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